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2014 Pike SWCD Big Tree Contest 

In an effort to encourage landowners and others interested in trees, the Pike Soil and Water 

Conservation District is conducting our annual big tree contest in search of the largest SILVER 

MAPLE tree in Pike County. 

 On a statewide basis, the Ohio Division of Forestry, in cooperation with the International 

Paper Company, conducts the state Big Tree Program.  According to the Division, the national Big 

Tree registry of 826 big trees is maintained by American Forests, a conservation organization based 

in Washington, D.C.  Since 1940, American Forests has documented the largest known specimens 

of every native and naturalized tree in the United States.  Ohio currently has 11 National Champion 

Big Trees listed in the National Registry.  The current state record silver maple grows in          

Muskingum County.   

 On the local level, the goal of the District’s program is to engage individuals with an     

interest in Ohio’s forest resource in the search of the largest silver maple tree, and to reward the  

individual who finds the largest specimen of this particular species.   

 According to the Ohio Division of Forestry, the Silver Maple is a commonly found tree 

throughout all of Ohio.  While commonly planted as a shade tree in the urban environment, this  

native giant thrives in wet soils, floodplains, and on river and stream banks.  This fast growing    

species can reach a height of 80’ with a crown spread of 60’.  In the urban environment, much like 

the sycamore tree, any tree that grows quickly grows relatively weak and soft wood, so this species 

commonly sheds its brittle and spindly growing branches during storm events.  This tree can grow in 

most soil conditions (although preferring moist soils) and full sun to partial shade, but even thrives 

in complete shade. 

 Aside from soil stabilization along streams, the wood of the silver maple tree is often used 

for low-value products such as pallets, ties, particle board, boxes, and crates.  Many older trees tend 

to develop hollow cavities that are of value to wood ducks, wood peckers, and a variety of other 

birds and small mammals.  The tree is valued for backyard shade, but can reach nuisance levels as 

after a good wind, the tree self-prunes itself, or during a year of heavy seed production the gutters on 

your home fills with winged seed, this tree can wear out its welcome.   

 Individuals interested in nominating a silver maple tree for this contest should contact the 

Pike SWCD office.  The tree must be within Pike County, and only one nomination per tree will be 

accepted.  The tree does not have to be on the property of the nominator, but the owner must be 

aware of the nomination and grant permission to the District to access the property.  The deadline 

for nominating a tree is Friday, August 29th.  Once a nomination is received by the District office, 

SWCD personnel will contact the owner to obtain permission to measure the tree and complete the 

official nomination form.  Trees are measured based on three measurements, including the          

circumference, total tree height, and the average crown spread.  The individual who nominates the 

largest tree measured for the contest will receive recognition and a monetary award at the Pike 

SWCD Annual Meeting and Banquet in September. 

  For more information on the District’s big tree contest, please call the Pike SWCD at (740)

947-5353, or stop by the office at 11752 State Route 104, Waverly.  The Pike SWCD is an equal 

opportunity service provider. 
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